
2021 VAEE Virtual Mini Conferences
Registration Packet

Join us for the 2021 Virginia Association for Environmental Education (VAEE) virtual mini
conference series! Attend one or all of the virtual mini conferences without leaving the comfort of
your home. Conferences will be held on February 20th, July 17th, and October 23rd. Enjoy
professional development, collaboration, and exploring the world you love while expanding your
knowledge of EE efforts and resources in the Commonwealth and beyond.

Information regarding scholarship opportunities as well as Regional Team Photo Contests found
below. Links for each session will be provided during the week leading up to the conference.

Now you can register for both Summer on the Shore and Fall in the Piedmont through July 1st.
Single Day Registration for the July 17 Mini Conference will be open from May 1st until Monday, July
12th. Single Day Registration for the October 23rd Mini Conference will be open from August 1st
until October 18th

While VAEE membership is not required to attend the conference, we encourage attendees who are
not VAEE members to join prior to registration as current VAEE members receive a $5 discount on
conference registration fees.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us. See you through the seasons!

Sincerely,
April & Courtney
VAEE 2021 Conference Co- Chairs
April Harper & Courtney Harlow-Humphreys (events@VirginiaEE.org)



Conference Rates
Member/ Non-Member / Student

Conference Bundle* (All three dates) $95/$100/ $50
Single Day Registration (per date) $35/$40/$20

Special June Registration Bundle! For $50 register for both Summer on the Shore and Fall in the
Piedmont!

All registrations will include invitations to our May 22nd, Inaugural VAEE Spring Symposium,
Social & Silent Auction. Additional details will be made available as they emerge.

*Conference Registration will also include access to recordings of all concurrent sessions & keynotes
for one year after the final conference date. Recordings will only be available for the days on which
you have register*

Photo Contest
Time spent outdoors is a valuable part of all our lives. VAEE wants to encourage conference
registrants to spend time outside during the weekend of the Mini-Conferences.

While you are on your outdoor adventure snap a socially distanced photo and tag VAEE on
Instagram @thevaee. The photo with the most likes on instagram will have their 2022-2023 VAEE
membership paid for! “Likes” will be tallied by 6pm on the Friday after each conference and winners
will be announced on Saturday.

Keynote Raffle
Virtual conferences can take a lot out of you, but we don’t want you to miss out on our great keynote
speaker! Stay for the keynote presentation after the conference and be entered to win 1 of 3
2022-2023 VAEE memberships we will be raffling off! Just in time for to receive membership
discounts for our return to in person at the 2022 Annual Conference!

Scholarships Opportunities for VAEE Members
In an effort to make our 2021 Virtual Conferences as accessible as possible in these unprecedented
times and recognizing that many in our field and communities have been hard hit by the coronavirus
pandemic during the registration process you may select the Pay-What-You-Can option at checkout
and receive a rate of $0-$30- no questions asked. No one will be turned away from the 2021 Virtual
Mini Conferences due to financial hardship.

http://instagram.com/thevaee


Schedule at a Glance
Day 3, Fall in the Piedmont Saturday, October 23rd

Time Event Notes

12:00 pm - 12:45 pm Welcome and Presentation of Proposed Regional Team Models
Survey to follow

Concurrent Sessions

1:00 pm - 1:50 pm Concurrent Session A 2 sessions

2:00 pm - 2:50 pm Concurrent Session B 2 sessions

3:00 pm - 3:50 pm Concurrent Session C 2 sessions

Workshops

1:00 pm - 2:50 pm Workshop #1
MWEE 101 - Friends of the Rappahannock

3:00 pm - 4:50 pm Workshop #2
How’s My Waterway - EPA

5:30 pm - 6:30 pm Keynote Speaker
Bo Lusk with The Nature Conservancy

Afternoon Concurrent Sessions
Virginia Teachers Innovating and Designing Experiential Science (VATIDES)
1:00-1:50pm
Sarah Nuss with the Virginia Institute of Marine Science
The VATIDES program works to build the capacity of MWEE education across Virginia by providing
faculty and students at several universities with professional development in outdoor field
investigations.

Building Capacity for Systemic Environmental Literacy in Virginia
1:00-1:50pm
Elise Trelegan, Candance Lutzow-Felling, and Anne Petersen with NOAA, University of Virginia, & the
Virginia Department of Education
What are the ingredients for sustaining and embedding environmental literacy? Explore this question and
learn about two new resources - the VA Facilitator's Guide to MWEE Training and the VA Environmental
Literacy Plan Template..

Come Teach Outside
2:00-2:50pm
Meredeth Dash, Tyler Twyford, & Penelope Gorman with the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the
James River Park System
Do you want to take students outside to learn but face barriers for getting them out?  Come learn the do's and
don'ts of using the outdoors as an extension of the classroom.  We will share the tech and tools we use to
incorporate the outside even when stuck inside during remote learning.



Designing a Student Environmental Action Showcase (SEAS) in Your Region
2:00-2:50pm
Mark Pankau, Kurt Moser, Ali Culhane, & Jody Ulman with the Loudoun Environmental Education
Alliance
Learn how to design and implement a regional SEAS event, connecting educators, government officials,
school boards, administrators, news sources and your regional membership organizations around student
environmental projects.

Reality Virtually, Hands on Science Kits for Remote Learning
3:00-3:50pm
Lindsay Anderson and Lillian Ledford with the Friends of the Rappahannock and Blandy Experimental
Farm
Two organizations, serving large and small audiences, brought science to students via virtual teaching and
hands-on-take-home kits. We’ll discuss the creation and use of the kits and virtual learning.

Using Videos to Communicate Science to New Audiences
3:00-3:50pm
Danielle Wynne, Diona Bucci, Eric Collins, & Chris Mueller with Fairfax County Stormwater Management
Whether your audience is students, other scientists, or the public, videos help scientists communicate like
never before. We will discuss tips and tricks for effectively communicating through videos.

Dip Your Toes into Water Quality Community Science Opportunities
3:00-3:50pm
Kira Carney with the Izaak Walton League of America (IWLA)
The IWLA offers a variety of community science programs for volunteers to participate in and resources to
empower communities to advocate for clean water. This session will explore community science water
monitoring opportunities for volunteers of all ages – from macroinvertebrate identification to chloride
pollution. Engaging your communities and students with these programs will build scientific investigation
skills, connect your audiences to tools to bring data to action, and provide opportunities to contribute data
that influences statewide water management efforts. Giveaways available!

Afternoon Workshops
Introduction to Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences
1:00-2:50pm
Nancy Stalick with the Friends of the Rappahannock
Did you know that since 2005 that the Commonwealth of Virginia agreed to “provide a meaningful Bay or
stream outdoor experience for every school student in the watershed before graduation from high
school”? Virginia is still working to achieve this goal and this workshop breaks down the four steps to a
MWEE and offers case study reflections to help you get started!

Keynote Speaker

Bowdoin Lusk, Coastal Scientist

Bo grew up playing and working in the waters of the Eastern Shore. He studied
Environmental Science at the University of Virginia and he currently leads the
Volgenau Virginia Coast Reserve’s marine restoration work, including ongoing
projects to restore oyster and eelgrass habitats, as well as working with partners
to re-introduce the bay scallop to Virginia waters.


