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What is certification? 

According to the National Association for Environmental Education (NAAEE): 

Professional certification ensures that individuals are fully prepared for work within a specific field of 

expertise. Certified environmental educators meet stringent requirements for proficiency in both the 

interdisciplinary content and pedagogy necessary to develop and deliver high quality, effective EE 

programs. 

While it is not necessary to attain certification in order to be employed as an environmental educator, 

certification readily distinguishes highly qualified professionals and enhances the resumes of those who 

have attained it. Having a community of certified professionals also elevates respect for the profession. 
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Who should seek certification 

Virginia Environmental Education Certification is for anyone who educates about some aspect of the 

environment, is passionate about elevating the field, and would like to strengthen their environmental 

and/or pedagogical expertise. 

 

Benefits of Certification 

Good for you, the environmental educator: 

Certification provides robust professional development opportunities resulting in more effective 

professional activities. Its focus on both theory and practice leads towards greater mastery. Due to this 

program’s multi-faceted nature, networking opportunities abound.  

 

Good for the field of Environmental Education: 

Certification addresses the knowledge, skills, and ethical standards required to work as a professional in 

the EE field and builds the field’s credibility. 

 

 

How Certification is guided by the NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence and the Core Competencies 

The NAAEE Guidelines for Excellence set the standard for high quality environmental education. These 

works guide the development of environmental education programs and materials that are balanced, 

scientifically accurate, and comprehensive. To learn more about the Guidelines, visit 

https://naaee.org/our-work/programs/guidelines-excellence. 

 

NAAEE developed the Core Competencies from the Guidelines for Excellence with the intent that they 

serve as the guide in certification program development. The Core Competencies, along with indicators 

that demonstrate mastery of each specific standard, spell out NAAEE’s expectations of educators 

successfully completing environmental education certification. 

 

 

Code of Ethics 

Virginia Certified Environmental Educators (VCEE) share the responsibility of educating towards an 

environmentally literate citizenry—people who have “the knowledge, skills and dispositions to solve 

problems and resolve issues individually and collectively that sustain ecological, economic and social 

stability.”*  By working as a Virginia environmental educator, you are accepting a position of public 

trust. In order to meet this obligation and uphold the dignity of the profession, environmental educators 

will: 

 Respect and obey the law, demonstrate personal integrity, and exemplify honesty. 
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 Comply with standard practices and exemplify ethical conduct toward students, colleagues, 

school officials, parents, program participants and members of the community and shall 

safeguard academic freedom. 

 Extend just and equitable treatment to all members of the profession. 

 Continually work with community partners to improve educational opportunities in the 

community. 

 Encourage the use of sound environmental education principles in management decisions. 

  

I. Professional Practice – Virginia Certified Environmental Educators will: 

 Promote competence in the field of environmental education by supporting high standards of 

education, performance and employment practices. 

 Accurately and adequately represent the facts and results of research and not base decisions on 

theological or religious beliefs, political pressure, or client or supervisor pressure. 

 Endeavor to avoid situations where a conflict of interest may arise. 

 Protect confidential information of staff, program participants, and colleagues. 

  

II. Professional Conduct – Virginia Certified Environmental Educators will: 

 Conduct activities with honesty, fairness, and respect. 

 Accept responsibility for behavior and decisions. 

 Possess an adequate basis for professional judgment. 

 Make no false, misleading or deceptive statements regarding personal qualifications. 

 Respect the fundamental rights, dignity and worth of program participants, program staff, 

colleagues, etc. and the environment. 

 Be aware of how personal belief systems may affect professional activities. 

 Not accept nor offer gratuities, gifts, or favors that impair professional judgment or to obtain 

special advantage. 

  

III. Social Responsibility - Virginia Certified Environmental Educators will: 

 Strive to be sensitive to cultural and individual differences including those due to age, gender, 

ethnicity, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, disability, and socio-economic status. 

 Practice professional behavior that is free from sexual harassment or discrimination with respect 

to religion, gender, sexual orientation, race, national origin, age, or physical restrictions. 

 

*This definition of Environmental Literacy is taken from the Virginia Department of Education. 
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